
KS4 Extra English Curriculum Map 

 

KS4 Extra English Curriculum Map 
 

Overview of Extra English Provision: 

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

 
10 

 
Barnaby Brocket 

 

 
Touching The Void 

 

Functional Skills Tasks 
Functional Skills speaking and listening 

 
11 Functional Skills Reading and Writing 

Functional Skills speaking and listening 
Functional Skills Reading and Writing Functional Skills Reading and Writing 

 

Specification: AQA Functional Skills Qualification EL3 to L2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year  10 

Term  Term 1 (Autumn) Term 2 (Spring) Term 3 (Summer) 

What do we 
teach? 

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
 
Functional skills 
entry level 1,2 and 3 
spellings  
 
Discussion prompts 

Text – Barnaby 
Brocket 
 
Wider Reading: 
A Daydream Needs a 
Push 
Why I refuse to say I 
fight my disability  

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
 
GCSE style questions 
 
Functional skills entry 
level 1,2 and 3 spellings  
 
Discussion prompts 

Text – Touching The 
Void (abridged) 
 
 

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
Functional Skills L1/2 
Reading 
Functional skills entry 
level 1,2 and 3 spellings  
 
Individual and group 
speaking and listening 
 

Text – Functional Skills 
Reading and Writing 
 

Why do we 
teach it in this 
order? 
 
 

As we begin our transition to the full Functional Skills qualification, we still wish to maintain our focus on the importance of reading and comprehension. 
Students in Year 10 begin with Barnaby Brocket* and develop their empathy and understanding skills surrounding the treatment of people who are 
different. They also continue to revise and return to the Functional Skills entry level 1,2 and 3 spellings that are taught in years 7-9. Continuing our 
emphasis on questioning, clarifying, predicting and summarising means that when we move into Touching The Void students are better equipped to 
respond to the GCSE style questions and question stems which face them. By term 3, we move entirely to the Functional Skills reading paper and 
support students in: identify and understand the main points, ideas and details in texts; Compare information, ideas and opinions in different texts; 
identify meanings in texts and distinguish between fact and opinion; recognise that language and other textual features can be varied to suit different 
audiences and purposes; use reference materials and appropriate strategies (e.g. using knowledge of different word types) for a range of purposes, 
including to find the meaning of words; understand organisational and structural features and use them to locate relevant information (e.g. index, 
menus, subheadings, paragraphs) in a range of straightforward texts; infer from images meanings not explicit in the accompanying text; recognise 
vocabulary typically associated with specific types and purposes of texts (e.g. formal, informal, instructional, descriptive, explanatory and persuasive); 
read and understand a range of specialist words in context; use knowledge of punctuation to aid understanding of straightforward texts. 

Why do we 
teach what we 
teach? 
 

We believe that literacy is the key to students’ ability to access the content in all subject areas. The aim of these groups is to ensure that students 
develop the skills to listen, understand and make relevant contributions to discussions with others in a range of contexts; Apply their understanding of 
language to adapt delivery and content to suit audience and purpose; Read a range of different text types confidently and fluently, applying their 
knowledge and understanding of texts to their own writing; Write texts of varying complexity, with accuracy, effectiveness, and correct spelling, 
punctuation and grammar; and understand the situations when, and audiences for which, planning, drafting and using formal language are important, 
and when they are less important. The small group sizes allow us to focus on guided reading through activation of prior knowledge, questioning, 
clarifying, predicting and then summarising. This allows students to hear correct word pronunciation and also develop their comprehension skills. We 
then move towards non-fiction writing with Touching the Void which links back to year 7 and Race to the Frozen North as well as being structured in 
booklet form to support close analysis of extracts – just as is required for both GCSE English and Functional Skills. This text also links to a past GCSE paper 
on extreme weather so provides valuable cultural capital for students. We chose to use an abridged Scholastic version of this text to ensure that we can 
focus on a range of tasks and question styles to support students in their study towards both the functional skills qualification and their GCSE language 
qualification. In the final term we move to looking exclusively at Functional Skills style tasks and extracts as well as planning and preparing an individual 



task. This is a requirement1 of the qualification and must be passed in order to be entered for the full qualification. Topics and tasks are centrally 
resourced but are led by student interests and issues. Topic covered include: applying for a job; Captain Tom Moore; Fitness and Lifestyle; Screen Time; 
Body Image; Mobile Phones in schools and other contemporary issues. 

What does this 
look like in 
practice? 
 

All lessons feature teacher guided reading. Students have their own copies of the GCP study guides and bookmarks outlining active reading strategies 
which they can refer to if they get stuck. The teacher will regularly pause and ask questions of the class to ensure that they are able to predict, question, 
clarify and summarise. Lessons will also feature a range of starter activities which focus on the functional skills entry level one spellings. Students will 
have the opportunity to work independently and build the skills required to pass the qualification.  Touching the Void makes use of a centrally created 
booklet which is aimed at the language papers 1 and 2. All functional skills reading lessons are mapped against functional skills subject content. 

How do we 
assess and 
identify gaps in 
knowledge?   

Low stake quizzing often takes place at the start of lessons, allowing gaps of knowledge to be identified and addressed (both text based and from the 
entry level spelling lists). Regular questioning by the teacher using questions stems such as ‘What is going on…?’, ‘Where is…’, ‘Why is … important?’, 
‘What would happen if…?’ as well as opportunities for students to summarise and clarify their knowledge. Students are graded for the speaking and 
listening task in term 3 and an end of year functional skills reading paper L1 is sat and recorded on Go4Schools along with opportunities for reflection 
and improvement. 

 

What do we assess and when do we assess it? 
Students are assessed against a functional skills level 1 paper at the end of year 10, once they have been taught and developed the skills for the reading and writing paper. 
Students are also assessed at the end of year 10 for their Speaking and Listening qualification, this is awarded at either pass or fail for level one or level 2. This is timed to 
coincide with the GCSE speaking and listening assessments to enable student’s maximum opportunity to learn the skills required for presentations and discussions.  
The non-fiction module on Touching the Void is assessed formatively via a series of questions after each chapter. These questions follow the GCSE question stems for Paper 
1 and 2 questions 1 and 2. 
 

How is work marked? 
PPEs and speaking and listening assessments are marked exclusively by the teacher against the AQA mark-schemes and exemplar materials. 
Starter tasks and in class closed questions are self-marked as teachers display responses and answers on the visualiser. 
 

Unit Required formative 
assessments 

Summative assessments  Why are we assessing in this way? What are 
we trying to assess? 

Weightings towards CWA 

Barnaby Brocket N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Touching The Void Chapter questions N/A We wish to check student understanding of 
non-fiction texts and support the teaching of 
both functional skills by using similar 
question stems 

N/A 

Functional Skills Writing L1 Writing an email of complaint Functional Skills Writing 
Paper L1 

We wish to assess student’s ability to: 50% 

 
 



Communicate information, ideas and 
opinions clearly, coherently and accurately. 
Write text of an appropriate level of detail 
and of appropriate length to meet the needs 
of purpose and audience. 
Use format, structure and language 
appropriate for audience and purpose. 

Functional Skills Reading L1 Reading various non-fiction 
pieces 

Functional Skills Reading 
Paper L1 

We wish to assess student’s ability to: 
Identify and understand the main points, 
ideas and details in texts 
Identify meanings in texts and distinguish 
between fact and opinion. 
Recognise that language and other textual 
features can be varied to suit different 
audiences and purposes. 
Read and understand a range of specialist 
words in context. 

50% 

What does feedback look like in our subject? 
Feedback is a combination of verbal feedback and clarification by the teacher responding to misconceptions and inference. Through questioning using the ‘Active Reading’ 
strategies that students have access to on their Reading Bookmarks feedback is designed to support students in improving their literacy. There are also occasions when 
extended written work is marked and class targets provided. 
A walking talking mock is used with the group prior to their PPE/Level One assessment and visualisers are used to model what a successful response looks like and also to 
live mark work in lessons. 
 

Formative assessment  
Every lesson feature opportunity for formative assessment with questioning and scaffolding of discussion based on the texts read. Students will have frequent 
opportunities for green pen work when reading Touching The Void, in addition to the wider reading for Barnaby Brocket. 

 

 

  



Year  11 

Term  Term 1 (Autumn) Term 2 (Spring) Term 3 (Summer) 

What do we 
teach? 

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
Functional Skills L1/2 
Reading 
Functional skills 
entry level 1,2 and 3 
spellings  
 
Individual speaking 
and listening 
 

Text – Functional 
Skills Reading and 
Writing 
 

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
Functional Skills L1/2 
Reading 
Functional skills entry 
level 1,2 and 3 spellings  
 
Individual speaking and 
listening 
 

Text – Functional Skills 
Reading and Writing 

Skills Questioning, 
Clarifying, Predicting 
and Summarising. 
Functional Skills L1/2 
Reading 
Functional skills entry 
level 1,2 and 3 spellings  
 
Individual speaking and 
listening 
 

Text – Functional Skills 
Reading and Writing 
 

Why do we 
teach it in this 
order? 
 
 

Students in Year 11 continue to revise and return to the Functional Skills entry level 1,2 and 3 spellings that are taught in years 7-9 as well as working 
towards possible entry for Functional Skills L2. Continuing our emphasis on questioning, clarifying, predicting and summarising means that we work 
exclusively from texts designed by either The Skills Workshop or from the Functional Skills L2 study guide. We begin with a focus on the transactional 
writing skills needed and support students with: using a range of punctuation correctly (e.g. full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas, 
possessive apostrophes) via the work carried out in years 1-10 on the entry level skills; using correct grammar (e.g. subject-verb agreement, consistent 
use of different tenses, definite and indefinite articles) and Spell words used most often in work, study and daily life, including specialist words. The year 
is focused entirely on the Functional Skills qualification. We use the reading paper and support students in: identify and understand the main points, 
ideas and details in texts; Compare information, ideas and opinions in different texts; identify meanings in texts and distinguish between fact and 
opinion; recognise that language and other textual features can be varied to suit different audiences and purposes; use reference materials and 
appropriate strategies (e.g. using knowledge of different word types) for a range of purposes, including to find the meaning of words; understand 
organisational and structural features and use them to locate relevant information (e.g. index, menus, subheadings, paragraphs) in a range of 
straightforward texts; infer from images meanings not explicit in the accompanying text; recognise vocabulary typically associated with specific types 
and purposes of texts (e.g. formal, informal, instructional, descriptive, explanatory and persuasive); read and understand a range of specialist words in 
context; use knowledge of punctuation to aid understanding of straightforward texts. In addition the writing paper develops their ability to: use a range 
of punctuation correctly (e.g. full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas, possessive apostrophes) Use correct grammar (e.g. subject-verb 
agreement, consistent use of different tenses, definite and indefinite articles) Spell words used most often in work, study and daily life, including 
specialist words covered in years 7-9. Communicate information, ideas and opinions clearly, coherently and accurately Write text of an appropriate level 
of detail and of appropriate length (including where this is specified) to meet the needs of purpose and audience. Use format, structure and language 
appropriate for audience and purpose. Write consistently and accurately in complex sentences, using paragraphs where appropriate 

Why do we 
teach what we 
teach? 
 

We aim to ensure that all students have as many pathways open to them as possible. By offering functional skills at both level 1 and level 2 we feel that 
we provide all students with a qualification and pathway to pursue their own interests and aspirations after GCSE. The aim of these lessons is to support 
students in being able to listen, understand and make relevant contributions to discussions with others in a range of contexts; apply their understanding 
of language to adapt delivery and content to suit audience and purpose; read a range of different text types confidently and fluently, applying their 



knowledge and understanding of texts to their own writing; write texts of varying complexity, with accuracy, effectiveness, and correct spelling, 
punctuation and grammar; and understand the situations when, and audiences for which, planning, drafting and using formal language are important, 
and when they are less important By using materials provided by CGP and the Skills Workshop we ensure that there is sufficient rigour and engagement 
to enable all students to learn, flourish and succeed. Particular attention is paid to the understanding of organisational and structural features and how 
we use them to locate relevant information (e.g. index, menus, subheadings, paragraphs) in a range of straightforward texts. This then feeds into the 
teaching of the writing component which sees students use format, structure and language appropriate for audience and purposes which differ from the 
GCSE qualification. We continue to focus on the functional skills entry level 1, 2 and 3 spellings to ensure students are prepared for the world of work 
and further study and can communicate clearly and effectively. The speaking and listening group activity is delivered in year 11 and is a compulsory 
aspect of the course. 

What does this 
look like in 
practise? 
 

Lessons feature a range of starter activities which focus on the functional skills entry level 1, 2 and 3 spellings in addition to reading and writing tasks 
designed to teach and test the required skills for the qualification. Lessons will see students reading a range of texts on topics and issues with regular 
opportunities for students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding as well as produce transactional written tasks. 
All lessons feature teacher guided reading. Students have their own copies of the GCP study guides and bookmarks outlining active reading strategies 
which they can refer to if they get stuck. The teacher will regularly pause and ask questions of the class to ensure that they are able to predict, question, 
clarify and summarise. Students will have the opportunity to work independently and build the skills required to pass the qualification.   

How do we 
assess and 
identify gaps in 
knowledge?   

Low stake quizzing often takes place at the start of lessons, allowing gaps of knowledge to be identified and addressed (both text based and from the 
entry level spelling lists). Students will sit two PPE functional skills papers throughout the term to help identify the best level of entry for them. Marks 
are recorded on Go4Schools and build towards an overall pass or fail grade. Regular repetition of the teaching of organisational features helps raise 
student awareness of the different skills needed for the Functional Skills qualification. 

 

What do we assess and when do we assess it? 
Students are assessed via 2 full Functional Skills Reading and Writing papers at level 1 (level 2 where appropriate for individual learners) 

How is work marked? 
PPEs and speaking and listening assessments are marked exclusively by the teacher against the AQA mark-schemes and exemplar materials. 
Starter tasks and in class closed questions are self-marked as teachers display responses and answers on the visualiser. 

Unit Required formative assessments Summative assessments  Why are we assessing in this way? What are we 
trying to assess? 

Weightings towards 
CWA 

Functional Skills Writing Level 
1 

Writing a letter, email,  Functional Skills Writing 
Level 1 PPE 

We wish to assess student’s ability to: 
Communicate information, ideas and opinions 
clearly, coherently and accurately. 
Write text of an appropriate level of detail and 
of appropriate length to meet the needs of 
purpose and audience. 
Use format, structure and language appropriate 
for audience and purpose. 

50% 



Functional Skills Writing Level 
2 

Various Non-Fiction extracts from 
Skills Workshop and Functional 
Skills Workbook. 

Functional Skills Reading 
Level 2 PPE 

We wish to assess student’s ability to: 
Identify and understand the main points, ideas 
and details in texts 
Identify meanings in texts and distinguish 
between fact and opinion. 
Recognise that language and other textual 
features can be varied to suit different 
audiences and purposes. 
Read and understand a range of specialist 
words in context. 

50% 

What does feedback look like in our subject? 
Feedback is a combination of verbal feedback and clarification by the teacher responding to misconceptions and inference. Through questioning using the ‘Active Reading’ 
strategies that students have access to on their Reading Bookmarks feedback is designed to support students in improving their literacy. There are also occasions when 
extended written work is marked and class targets provided. 
A walking talking mock is used with the group prior to their PPE/Level One assessment and visualisers are used to model what a successful response looks like and also to 
live mark work in lessons. 
 

Formative assessment  
Every lesson feature opportunity for formative assessment with questioning and scaffolding of discussion based on the texts read. Students will have frequent opportunities 
for green pen work when reading Touching The Void, in addition to the wider reading for Barnaby Brocket. 

 

 

 


