
What is being assessed?  Creative writing 

• Organisation of ideas 

• Writing for the purpose of imagination, description and engagement 

• Clarity of communication  

• Sentence structures, variety and accuracy 

• Technical accuracy  

Year 7 

 Communication and organisation 
I can… 

Technical accuracy and skills 
I can… 

Level 
1 

o Have some focus on the purpose of the 
writing. 

o Begin to logically organise my ideas. 
o Attempt to use features of creative writing 

to meet the purpose of the task e.g., 
characters, plot. 

o Have a clear start and ending to my 
writing. 

o Attempt to use paragraphs to organise my 
thoughts. 

o Use some simple language devices e.g. 
alliteration, simile. 

 

o Use capital letters with some accuracy. 
o Use full stops with some accuracy. 
o Make simple vocabulary choices. 
o Write in simple sentences which make 

sense. 
o Attempt to spell most common words 

correctly. 
o Make more deliberate vocabulary choices.  
o Use simple and compound sentences. 
o Begin to use complex sentences. 

 
 

Level 
2 

o Begin to engage the reader. 
o Maintain the purpose as being creative. 
o Use an increasing range of features of 

creative writing to meet the purpose of the 
task e.g. characters, setting, direct speech. 

o Use topic sentences to direct the reader. 
o Have a clear start, middle and end to my 

writing. 
o Separate ideas into clear paragraphs 
o Use some more sophisticated language 

devices e.g., sibilance, triads, metaphors, 
personification. 

o Begin to focus in on tiny details 
 

o Use capital letters consistently. 
o Use full stops to end sentences. 
o Use question marks and exclamation marks 

accurately. 
o Attempt to use a wider range of punctuation 

e.g.; ( ) but not always successfully 
o Use some variety in vocabulary choices. 
o Sometimes use apostrophes correctly when 

required. 
o Vary sentence starters. 
o Generally spell correctly including changes 

in tenses. 
o Begin to use a range of sentence lengths 

and types. 
o Punctuate direct speech (if used) with some 

accuracy. 
o Mostly maintain tense. 

Level 
3 

o Engage the reader in a detailed piece of 
writing which fulfils its purpose. 

o Use features of creative writing with 
increasing effectiveness e.g., 
characterisation, setting, plot structure etc. 

o Use paragraphs to logically structure and 
sequence my ideas. 

o Begin to use paragraph structure to add 
impact to ideas 

o Use discourse markers to link and build my 
ideas. 

o Use sophisticated language devices e.g., 
anaphora, semantic fields, triads etc. 

o Focus in on tiny details effectively 
 

 

o Use a wide range of punctuation with 
increasing accuracy e.g. ( ) - … ; 

o Vary sentence starters with effectiveness. 
o Begin to use more ambitious and 

sophisticated vocabulary with accuracy. 
o Use apostrophes with accuracy on most 

occasions. 
o Vary sentence starters to help organise and 

link ideas. 
o Generally spell correctly. 
o Use a range of sentence lengths and types 

to help convey my ideas effectively. 
o Punctuate direct speech (if used) 

accurately. 
o Mostly maintain tense.  

 
 
 

 



What is being assessed?  Creative writing 

• Organisation of ideas 

• Writing for the purpose of imagination, description and engagement 

• Clarity of communication  

• Sentence structures, variety and accuracy 

• Technical accuracy  

Year 8 

 Communication and organisation 
I can… 

Technical accuracy and skills 
I can… 

Level 
1 

o Begin to engage the reader. 
o Use an increasing range of language 

devices to make my ideas begin to 
come to life. 

o Use topic sentences to direct the 
reader. 

o Have a clear start, middle and end to 
my writing. 

o Separate ideas into clear paragraphs. 
o Use some sophisticated language 

devices e.g. sibilance, triads, 
metaphors, personification. 

o Begin to focus in on tiny details 
 

o Use capital letters consistently. 
o Use full stops to end sentences. 
o Use question marks and exclamation marks 

accurately. 
o Use some variety in vocabulary choices. 
o Sometimes use apostrophes correctly. 
o Vary sentence starters. 
o Generally spell correctly including changes 

in tenses. 
o Make vocabulary choices varied. 
o Begin to use a range of sentence lengths 

and types. 
o Punctuate direct speech (if used) with some 

accuracy. 
o Mostly maintain tense throughout. 

Level 
2 

o Engage the reader in a detailed piece 
of writing, sustaining the reader’s 
interest. 

o Maintain the purpose of the writing. 
o Create a narrative voice 
o Use features of creative writing with 

increasing effectiveness e.g. 
characterisation, setting, plot. 

o Use paragraphs to logically structure 
and sequence my ideas. 

o Begin to use paragraph structure to 
add impact to my ideas 

o Use discourse markers to link and 
build my ideas 

o Use more sophisticated language 
devices e.g., anaphora, semantic 
fields. 

o Focus in on the tiny details effectively 

o Use a wide range of punctuation with 
increasing accuracy e.g. ( ) - … ; 

o Vary sentence starters with effectiveness. 
o Use ambitious and sophisticated vocabulary 

with accuracy. 
o Use apostrophes with accuracy on most 

occasions. 
o Generally spell correctly. 
o Use a range of sentence lengths and types 

to help convey my ideas effectively. 
o Punctuate direct speech (if used) with 

accuracy. 
o Mostly maintain these throughout.  

 

Level 
3 

o Engage the reader throughout in a 
convincing and detailed description. 

o Control ideas across my writing. 
o Create and sustain a narrative voice   
o Create imagery through the confident 

use of devices. 
o Use paragraphs for effect. 
o Vary paragraph lengths to emphasise 

key messages effectively   
o Engage the reader in a convincing 

and crafted description. 
o Skilfully shape my writing for purpose 

and effect. 
o Use an ambitious range of figurative 

devices for specific effects. 

o Use a full range of punctuation marks with 
accuracy and for effect.  

o Make vocabulary choices varied and often 
ambitious. 

o Use simple and complex sentences with 
developing control and confidence.   

o Adapt my sentence structures for purposeful 
effect. 

o Maintain tense throughout my piece. 
o Spell correctly with only 1 or 2 errors 
o Use a range of imaginative and ambitious 

vocabulary matched to purpose. 
o Effectively use a variety of sentence 

structures with increasing confidence for 
purpose and effect. 

o Maintain tense with occasional lapses. 
o Spell most ambitious vocabulary correctly. 



What is being assessed?  Creative writing 

• Organisation of ideas 

• Writing for the purpose of imagination, description and engagement 

• Clarity of communication  

• Sentence structures, variety and accuracy 

• Technical accuracy  

 

Year 9 

 o Communication and organisation 
I can… 

o Technical accuracy and skills 
I can… 

Level 
1 

o Engage the reader in a clear and 
detailed piece of writing. 

o Create a narrative voice 
o Use paragraphs to logically structure 

and sequence my ideas. 
o Begin to use paragraph structure to add 

impact to my ideas 
o Use discourse markers to link and build 

my ideas. 
o Use more sophisticated language 

devices e.g., anaphora, semantic fields 
o Focus in on tiny details effectively 

o Use the basics of capital letters, full stops and 
commas almost faultlessly. 

o Use a wide range of punctuation with 
increasing accuracy e.g. ( ) - … ; 

o Vary sentence starters with effectiveness. 
o Use ambitious and sophisticated vocabulary 

with accuracy. 
o Use apostrophes with accuracy on most 

occasions. 
o Generally spell correctly 
o Punctuate direct speech (if used) with 

accuracy. 
o Use a range of sentence lengths and types to 

help convey my ideas effectively. 
o Mostly maintain tenses 

Level 
2 

o Engage the reader in a clear and 
convincing piece of writing, sustaining 
the reader’s interest. 

o Create and sustain a narrative voice. 
o Use a thoughtful range of language 

devices to confidently and effectively 
convey my ideas 

o Use paragraph structure to add impact 
to my narrative/description. 

o Vary paragraph lengths to emphasise 
key messages effectively 

o Skilfully shape my writing for purpose 
and effect. 

o Use more sophisticated language 
devices e.g., anaphora, semantic fields 

o Use the basics of capital letters, full stops and 
commas almost faultlessly. 

o Vary sentence starters with effectiveness. 
o Use ambitious and sophisticated vocabulary 

with accuracy. 
o Confidently adapt my sentence types to 

shape the overall structure of the text. 
o Use a wide range of punctuation accurately 

and for effect. 
o Spell correctly with only 1 or 2 errors 
o Use apostrophes with accuracy on most 

occasions. 
o Maintain tense with only occasional lapses. 

 

Level 
3 

o Engage the reader in a convincing, 
plausible narrative.  

o Sustain a convincing narrative voice. 
o Use an ambitious range of figurative 

and narrative devices for specific effect. 
o Write imaginatively and with originality 

using a variety of narrative devices e.g. 
developing a ‘thread’ in my writing; 

o Sustain a distinctive narrative voice. 
o Craft my paragraphs and ideas for both 

purpose, meaning and effect; 
o Use a sophisticated range of figurative 

devices for intended effects. 

o Choose a range of varied, ambitious 
vocabulary. 

o Maintain tense throughout 
o Confidently use a wide range of punctuation 

with accuracy. 
o Consistently choose a range of ambitious, 

imaginative vocabulary. 
o Confidently maintain tense. 
o Use a wide range of sentence types, including 

crafting for effect. 
o Consistently spell correctly.   

 

 


