
What is being assessed? 

• Deduction, inference about or interpretation of information, events or ideas from texts. 

• Understanding of, and selection or retrieve of information from texts, using quotations 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse the structure and organisation of texts; 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse use of language at word and sentence level: 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse writers’ purposes and viewpoints and effects on 
the reader; 

 WHW assessment grid 

Year 7 

 Ideas about the text (WHAT) 
I can… 

Use of evidence (HOW) 
I can… 

Understanding/analysis 
of effects (WHY) I can… 

1  Make some straightforward 
points with help about the 
text 
Identify some relevant points 
on my own 
Understand the main ideas in 
the text 
Attempt a reference to the 
text’s context 

 Make some attempts to 
include quotations 
Make some attempt to make a 
reference to the text 
Make an attempt to use a 
subject term 

Make simple comments 
on effects e.g. one 
word/sentence stating 
effect 
Make simple comments 
on language choices 
Attempt to say how I feel 
about the text 

2 Select a range of points  from 
across the text 
Make my ideas on the text 
increasingly clear 
Make more developed 
inferences about the text 
Comment on context of the 
text as part of my answer to 
the question 

Support some of the ideas 
with evidence from the text 
Support my ideas with 
evidence from different parts 
of the texts 
Use some subject terms. 
Use language to explain how 
the evidence has been used 
e.g. shows/suggests/implies 

Comment on language 
choices 
Make comments on how 
I feel about the text 
Begin to zoom in and 
analyse some evidence in 
more detail 
 

3 Clearly identify a range of 
points on the text 
Begin to go deeper into the 
ideas in the text 
Start to consider the big 
ideas and concepts in the 
text 
Attempt to use tentative 
language in my explanations. 
Begin to identify layers of 
meaning in a text 
Show increasing awareness 
of how context of a text adds 
to the meaning and ideas in 
relation to the question 

Support nearly all of my ideas 
with evidence from the text 
Support some of my ideas 
with evidence from across the 
whole text 
Use subject terms 
Attempting to use more 
sophisticated analytical verbs 
accurately e.g. cements, 
highlights, reiterates 
Attempting to embed 
quotations into sentences 
with some success 

 Understand the effects 
of language choices 
Zoom in at word level in 
my explanations 
Attempt to zoom in at 
sentence/wider text level 
on evidence 
Comment on the effect 
on a reader and/or 
writer purpose 
 

 

 

 

 

 



What is being assessed? 

• Deduction, inference about or interpretation of information, events or ideas from texts. 

• Understanding of, and selection or retrieve of information from texts, using quotations 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse the structure and organisation of texts; 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse use of language at word and sentence level: 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse writers’ purposes and viewpoints and effects on 
the reader; 

Year 8 

 Ideas about the text (WHAT) 
I can… 

Use of evidence (HOW) 
I can… 

Understanding/analysis of 
effects (WHY) I can… 

1  Make some straightforward 
points without help about the 
text  
Identify some relevant points 
on my own 
Understand the main ideas in 
the text 
Select relevant points from 
the text 
Make more developed 
inferences about the text 
Comment on context of the 
text as part of my answer to 
the questio 

Make some attempts to include 
some quotations  
Attempt to make a reference to 
the text 
Make an attempt to use a 
subject term 
Attempting to use analytical 
verbs other than shows and 
suggests 

Make comments on effects 
e.g. one word/sentence 
stating effect 
Make comments on language 
choices  
Attempt to zoom in on details 
Comments on how I feel about 
the text 
 

2 Clearly identify a range of 
points on the text 
Form a clear line of argument 
in my WHW 
Make more developed 
inferences about meanings 
Start to consider the big ideas 
and concepts in the text 
Begin to identify the layers of 
meaning in a text 
Show increasing awareness of 
how context of a text adds to 
the meaning and ideas in 
relation to the question 

Support ideas with evidence 
from the text 
Support my ideas with evidence 
from different parts of the texts 
Use subject terms increasingly 
accurately 
Use a range of analytical verbs  

Understanding of language 
choices and their effects 
Comment on the effect on a 
reader 
Zoom in and analyse 
evidence in more detail 
 

3 Begin to go deeper into the 
ideas in the text 
Beginning to explore a range 
of ideas about the text 
Being tentative in my 
arguments  
Explore a range of thoughtful 
points and begin to see 
patterns or how ideas all work 
together across a text 
Show a secure awareness of 
how context links to the 
meanings and ideas in the text 
 

Support all of my ideas with 
evidence from the text 
Support my ideas with evidence 
from across the whole text. 
Use subject terms to support 
my argument 
Use increasingly sophisticated 
analytical verbs 
Embed quotations and 
references into my sentences 
Start to see patterns in the 
methods writers use 

Understand the effects of 
language choices 
Zoom in on a variety of 
evidence and explain the 
effects 
Begin to explore and evaluate 
the writer purpose. 
Begin to consider how 
successful a writer has been in 
achieving their purpose 
 



What is being assessed? 

• Deduction, inference about or interpretation of information, events or ideas from texts. 

• Understanding of, and selection or retrieve of information from texts, using quotations 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse the structure and organisation of texts; 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse use of language at word and sentence level: 

• Ability to identify, comment on and analyse writers’ purposes and viewpoints and effects on 
the reader; 

 

Year 9 

 Ideas about the text (WHAT) 
I can… 

Use of evidence (HOW) 
I can… 

Understanding/analysis of 
effects (WHY) I can… 

1   Make straightforward points 
without help about the text  
Understand the main ideas in 
the text 
Select relevant points from the 
text 
Make inferences about the text 
Show a secure awareness of 
how context links to ideas in the 
text 

Attempt to make a reference to 
the text  
Support ideas with evidence from 
the text 
use a subject term correctly 
Attempting to use analytical 
verbs other than shows and 
suggests 

Make more developed 
comments on language 
choices  
Understand the effects of 
writer methods 
zoom in on details some of the 
time 
Comment on how I feel about 
the text 

2 Explore a range of points on the 
text 
Beginning to go deeper and 
wider on the text 
Form a clear line of argument in 
my WHW 
Make developed inferences 
about meanings 
Start to consider the big ideas 
and concepts in the text 
Be increasingly tentative in my 
ideas on the text 
Begin to identify the layers of 
meaning in a text 
Beginning to weave context into 
my analysis 

Support ideas with evidence from 
the text 
Support my ideas with evidence 
from different parts of the texts 
Begin to embed subject terms 
increasingly accurately. 
Use a range of analytical verbs  
Embed references and quotations 
into my sentences as part of my 
answer  

Begin to link ideas across texts 
and how they contribute to 
overall meaning 
Explore the effect on a reader 
of writer methods 
Zoom in and analyse 
evidence in detail- saying 2-3 
things about some of the 
evidence. 
Begin to explore and evaluate 
the writer purpose. 
Begin to analyse how small 
details contribute to overall 
meanings 
 

3 Go deeper and wider into the 
ideas in the text 
Explore a range of ideas about 
the text 
Being tentative in my 
arguments  
Explore a range of thoughtful 
points and begin to see patterns 
or how ideas all work together 
across a text 
Be perceptive in my inferences 
about the text 
Weaving context into my 
analysis 

Support all of my ideas with 
evidence from the text 
Support my ideas with evidence 
from across the whole text. 
embed subject terms to support 
my argument 
Use increasingly sophisticated 
analytical verbs 
See patterns across the methods 
a writer uses 

Evaluate the effects of writer 
methods including language 
and structural ones. 
Zoom in on a variety of 
evidence and explain the 
effects 
Explore and evaluate the 
writer purpose. 
Consider how successful a 
writer has been in achieving 
their purpose 

 


