
Subject: English Literature 

Long Term Plan 

Vision Statement: At Lutterworth College, our A Level English Literature curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong passion for literature and develop students into thoughtful, articulate, 
and reflective individuals. Through the study of diverse and challenging texts, the course encourages students to explore the complexities of human experience: love, power, identity, and 
justice, while fostering critical thinking, empathy, and creativity.  

English Literature provides a unique opportunity for students to engage with ideas that have shaped cultures and societies across time. By studying texts like Othello, The Great Gatsby, 
and The Handmaid’s Tale, students explore themes of race, gender, and class, developing an awareness of societal structures and inequalities. This awareness not only builds their 
understanding of the world but also inspires them to challenge prejudice and advocate for fairness and inclusion.  

The course equips students with valuable skills for the future. Analytical thinking, effective communication, and independent research are at the heart of the curriculum, preparing 
students for success in higher education and a wide range of careers. Whether pursuing law, journalism, politics, or creative industries, students leave the course with the tools to think 
critically, solve problems, and articulate their ideas with clarity.  

At its core, the study of English Literature is a celebration of storytelling and the beauty of language. It nurtures curiosity and creativity, encouraging students to value literature not only as 
an academic discipline but as a lifelong source of inspiration and insight into the human condition. Our vision is to empower students to flourish as confident, culturally aware individuals, 
ready to contribute meaningfully to the world.  

Domains of knowledge: 

Love Through the Ages  

• Middle English, The Renaissance, The Romantics, The Victorians, Modernism. 

• The Great Gatsby, Roaring 20s, Jazz Age, American Dream, Unreliable Narrator, tragedy.  

• Shakespeare, Tragedy. 

Texts Across Time NEA 

• The Bloody Chamber, The Gothic.  

Texts in Shared Contexts 

• Gender, class, identity, morality, power, sexuality, isolation. 

Drama 

• Williams, Plastic Theatre, Southern Gothic, Domestic Tragedy. 

Prose  

• Handmaid’s Tale, speculative fiction, dystopia, Feminism, Patriarchy. 

Poetry 

• Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels, Mock Epic, Helene Cixous, Women’s Liberation, 
internal rhyme, conceits, notated caesura. 

Literary criticism 

• Feminism, Marxism, Psychoanalysis. 
 
 
 

Key concepts: 

• Diachronic History – How texts conform to, challenge, and develop literary conventions. 

• Synchronic History – The situation behind a text: who it’s for, why it was made, when, 
where and how. 

• Feminism – How to read a text from an anti-patriarchal position. 

• Marxism – How to read a text from an anti-capitalist position. 

• Psychoanalysis – How to read a text and hypothesise the motivation for both character 
and author. 

• Poetic form – sonnet, ballad, elegy, dramatic monologue, rhythm, rhyme, romantic, 
carpe diem, metaphysical, realism. 

• Genre – The type of text, including the conventions and expectations that shape it. 

• Middle English – Poetry dominated by brief emotive lyric poetry, fantastical chivalric 
romances rhythm and rhyme. 

• The Renaissance – Growth of humanism, exploration of new ideas, creativity, birth of 
sonnet, Metaphysical poetry. 

• The Romantics – Nature and authentic emotion, moved away from strict poetic rules of 
metre and rhyme, lyrical poetry. 

• The Victorians – science vs religion, industrialisation, class distinctions, lyrical poetry. 

• Modernism – Heavy on symbolism and allusion, light on rhythm and rhyme. 

• Dystopian fiction: A genre depicting a flawed, oppressive society, often set in the 
future. 

• Speculative fiction: Fiction exploring hypothetical worlds or scenarios, including sci-fi, 
fantasy, and dystopia. 

• Anti-feminism: Opposition to feminism and its goals. 



• Plastic Theatre: A dramatic technique using visual elements – like lighting, sound, 
props, and set design – to symbolically reflect characters’ emotions and themes, 
enhancing the psychological depth of a play. 

• Religious oppression: Suppression of religious beliefs or practices by authorities or 
dominant groups. 

• Conformity and rebellion: Conformity is aligning with societal norms; rebellion is 
resisting or defying them. 

• Isolation: A state of being physically or emotionally separated from others. 

• Sex and gender: Sex refers to biological traits; gender refers to social and cultural roles 
and identities. 

• Love: A deep emotional connection or affection toward someone or something. 

• Sacrifice: Giving up something valuable for the sake of others or a greater cause. 

• Oppression and injustice: Systematic, unfair treatment and denial of rights or equality. 

• Patriarchy/male dominance: A social system where men hold primary power and 
dominate roles in leadership and privilege. 

• Puritanism: Strict moral or religious behaviour, often emphasizing purity and self-
discipline. 

• Romantic modernist: A creative style blending Romanticism’s focus on emotion, 
nature, and individualism with Modernism’s experimental forms, fragmentation, and 
critique of modern life. 

• The Gothic: A genre emphasizing mystery, horror, and the supernatural, often set in 
dark, decaying settings to explore human fears and the uncanny. 

• Feminism: A movement and ideology advocating for gender equality and the rights of 
women. 

• Marxism: A socio-economic theory analysing class struggle and advocating for a 
classless society through the abolition of capitalism. 

• Psychoanalysis: A theory and method of exploring the unconscious mind, developed by 
Freud, focusing on desires, fears, and childhood experiences. 

 

Year Group:  12 English Literature 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title: Love Through the Ages Shakespeare and 
Comparing texts 

Unit Title: Love Through the Ages Shakespeare and 
Comparing texts 

Unit Title: Love Through the Ages unseen poetry 
Texts Across Time NEA 
Texts in Shared context Drama 

Domains of knowledge: 
Love Through the Ages 
Prose – The Great Gatsby 
Poetry – Love Through the Ages Poetry Anthology 

Domains of knowledge: 
Love Through the Ages 
Prose – The Great Gatsby 
Poetry – Love Through the Ages Poetry Anthology 

Domains of knowledge: 
Texts in Shared context Drama – A Streetcar Named Desire 
Texts in Shared context NEA 
Prose – The Bloody Chamber 

Key concepts: 

• Synchronic History  

Key concepts: 

• Synchronic History  

Key concepts: 

• Diachronic History  



• Poetic form  

• Middle English  

• The Romantics 

• The Victorians  

• Modernism  

• Romantic Modernism 

• Love 

• Sacrifice 

• Poetic form  

• Middle English  

• The Romantics 

• The Victorians  

• Modernism  

• Romantic Modernism 

• Love 

• Sacrifice 

• Synchronic History  

• Poetic form  

• Middle English  

• The Romantics 

• The Victorians  

• Modernism  

• Plastic Theatre 

• The Gothic 

• Feminism 

• Psychoanalysis 

• Conformity and rebellion 

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication  

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication  

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication 
Independent Study and Research 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
Explore the relationships between the texts and the 
contexts in which they were written. Essay writing, close 
analysis, critical analysis of methods. 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
Synchronic history. Comparative essay writing, poetic and 
dramatic methods. 
 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
NEA research and wider reading, applying critical lens to a 
text, responding to unseen material. 

Assessments: 
Shakespeare 1 hour summative extract-based question. 

Poetry 1 hour formative assessment focusing on first 5 
poems. 

Gatsby 1 hour formative assessment examining presentation 
of given theme. 

Poetry and Gatsby 1 hour summative assessment examining 
presentation of given theme in Gatsby and 2 poems. 

Assessments: 
Shakespeare 1 hour summative extract-based question. 

Poetry and Gatsby 1 hour summative assessment examining 
presentation of given theme in Gatsby and 2 poems. 

Unseen Poetry 1 hour summative assessment examination 
of given theme in 2 unseen poems. 

Assessments: 
A Streetcar Named Desire 1 hour formative assessment 
examining presentation of a given theme in A Streetcar 
Named Desire. 

PPE Full 3-hour Paper 1 Love Through The Ages. 3 questions: 
Shakespeare, Gatsby and Poetry, and Unseen Poetry. 

 

  



Year Group: 13 English Literature 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title: Texts In Shared Contexts – 1945 to the present 
day 
Texts Across Time NEA 

Unit Title: Texts In Shared Contexts – 1945 to the present 
day 

Unit Title: Revision 
Texts In Shared Contexts – 1945 to the present day 
Love Through the Ages 

Domains of knowledge: 
Texts in Shared Contexts. 
Gender, class, identity, morality, power, sexuality, isolation. 
Prose Margaret Atwood: The Handmaids Tale speculative 
fiction, dystopia, Feminism, Patriarchy.  
Literary criticism. 
Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels, Mock Epic, Helene 
Cixous, Women’s Liberation, internal rhyme, conceits, 
notated caesura. 
 
 
 

Domains of knowledge: 
Texts in Shared Contexts. 
Gender, class, identity, morality, power, sexuality, isolation. 
Prose Margaret Atwood: The Handmaids Tale speculative 
fiction, dystopia, Feminism, Patriarchy. 
Literary criticism. 
Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels, Mock Epic, Helene 
Cixous, Women’s Liberation, internal rhyme, conceits, 
notated caesura. 
 

Domains of knowledge: 
Love Through the Ages. 
Middle English, The Renaissance, The Romantics, The 
Victorians, Modernism. 
Texts in Shared Contexts. 
Gender, class, identity, morality, power, sexuality, isolation. 

Drama 
Shakespeare, Tragedy, Williams, Plastic Theatre, Southern 
Gothic, Domestic Tragedy. 

Poetry 
Carol Ann Duffy: Feminine Gospels, Mock Epic, Helene 
Cixous, Women’s Liberation, internal rhyme, conceits, 
notated caesura. 

Prose 
The Great Gatsby, Roaring 20s, Jazz Age, American Dream, 
Unreliable Narrator, tragedy, Handmaid’s Tale, speculative 
fiction, dystopia, Feminism, Patriarchy. 
Literary criticism. 
Feminism, Marxism, Psychoanalysis. 

Key concepts: 

• Synchronic History  

• Feminism and Anti Feminism 

• Marxism  

• Psychoanalysis. 

• Poetic form 

• Genre  

• Dystopian fiction 

• Speculative fiction 

• Religious oppression 

• Conformity and rebellion 

• Isolation 

• Sex and gender 

• Love 

• Sacrifice 

Key concepts: 

• Synchronic History  

• Feminism and Anti Feminism 

• Marxism  

• Psychoanalysis. 

• Poetic form 

• Genre  

• Dystopian fiction 

• Speculative fiction 

• Religious oppression 

• Conformity and rebellion 

• Isolation 

• Sex and gender 

• Love 

• Sacrifice 

Key concepts: 

• Diachronic History  

• Synchronic History  

• Feminism  

• Marxism  

• Psychoanalysis  

• Poetic  

• Genre  

• Middle English  

• The Renaissance  

• The Romantics  

• The Victorians  

• Modernism  

• Dystopian fiction 

• Speculative fiction 



• Oppression and injustice 

• Patriarchy/male dominance 

• Puritanism 

• Psychoanalysis 

• Oppression and injustice 

• Patriarchy/male dominance 

• Puritanism 

• Psychoanalysis 

• Anti-feminism 

• Plastic Theatre 

• Religious oppression 

• Isolation 

• Sex and gender 

• Love 

• Sacrifice 

• Oppression and injustice. 

• Patriarchy/male dominance 

• Puritanism 

• Romantic modernist 

• The Gothic 

• Marxism 

• Psychoanalysis 

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication 
Independent Study and Research 

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication 
Independent Study and Research 

Relevant end points covered: 
Contextual understanding  
Critical interpretation and personal response  
Textual analysis and literary craft  
Comparative analysis  
Personal engagement with literature  
Engagement with literary theory and significance  
Written Communication 
Independent Study and Research 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
Synchronic history. 
Comparative Essay writing, close analysis, critical analysis of 
methods. 
Poetic methods. 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
comparative essay writing, narrative methods, synchronic 
history. 
 

Broken down knowledge covered: 
Essay writing and exam skills. 
 

Assessments: 
Handmaid’s Tale: 50 minute formative assessment on 
presentation of a given theme. 

Feminine Gospels: 50 minute formative assessment on 
presentation of a given theme. 

 

Assessments: 
Handmaid’s Tale: 50 minute summative assessment on 
presentation of a given theme. 

Feminine Gospels: 50 minute summative assessment on 
presentation of a given theme. 

Comparison Question formative assessment on presentation 
of a given theme across two texts of the student’s choice. 

Unseen Prose formative assessment based on presentation 
of a given theme in an unseen extract from 20th century 
prose fiction. 

Assessments: 
Final Exam Paper 1: 3 hour Love Through The Ages 
Shakespeare, Gatsby and Poetry, and Unseen Prose. 

Paper 2: 2 hours 30minutes Texts in Shared Context 1 
standalone single text question, Comparative question of 
two remaining taught texts, Unseen prose. 



NEA Submission first draft of 2500 word comparative study 
of the presentation of a theme selected by the student in 
two texts. One pre 1900 and one post 1900. 

 


