
Subject: English Language & Literature 

 

Long Term Plan 

Vision Statement: At our college, studying English highlights the importance of language in communication, building relationships, and fostering cultural awareness. 
Through a diverse range of literature, students delve into universal human experiences, which helps them develop empathy and broaden their perspectives. English also 
provides students with valuable workplace skills such as critical thinking and teamwork. By showcasing diverse voices and societal issues, it encourages students to 
address and challenge inequalities. Additionally, English is appreciated for its intrinsic value, offering deep insights into the human experience and nurturing intellectual 
curiosity and personal growth. Overall, English is central to our college, enriching students' lives and preparing them for successful, empathetic, and informed futures, 
enabling them to flourish and succeed in their adult lives. 

As part of this and embracing and developing a culture or reading, students read at the start of every lesson in years 7-9. 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s purpose and craft 

• Spoken Language 

• Grammar/academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

• Language and power 
 
 
 
 

Key concepts: 
Genre and form:  Fiction, non-fiction, sci-fi, mystery, allegory, narrative, essays, speeches, letters, tragedy, comedy, 
articles, poetry, spoken language, formal, informal, writing to inform, writing to persuade, writing to explain, writing to 
describe, writing to argue, writing to move. 

A writer’s purpose and craft: Imagery, figurative language, rhetoric, Standard English, symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, repetition, anaphora, triads, anecdotes, plot structures, plot shifts, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer voice, register, methods, perspective 

Spoken Language:  Discussion, speeches, formal, informal, rhetoric, Standard English, accent, dialect, tone, listen, 
respond, express feelings, viewpoints. 

Grammar/academic writing: Text level, sentence level, word level, Standard English, tenses, punctuation for effect, 
punctuation for clarity, sentence control, sentence variety, register, synthesis, summarising, inference, comparisons. 

Spelling and vocabulary: Common spellings, homophones, meta language, prefixes, suffixes, root words, plurals. KS5- 
morphology, graphemes, phonemes, word class. 

Language and power: Idiolect, sociolect, dialect, accent, gender dynamics, power dynamics, racial dynamics, world 
Englishes, discourse, phonology, paralinguistics, sociolinguistics, language change, journalism, textual analysis, 
representation, mode, prescriptivism, descriptivism, register, mode, discourses. 

 

  



Year Group:  7 Language and Literature 

Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title:  

Spoken Language 
analysis using a 
transcript from 
Junior Apprentice  

Unit length: 

7 weeks 

Unit Title:  

Boy 87 

Unit length: 

11 weeks 

Unit Title:  

Science Fiction- 
Write a short 
science fictions 
story 

Unit length: 

7 weeks 

Unit Title:  

An Introduction to 
Shakespeare – 
Macbeth and other 
plays  

Unit length: 

10 weeks 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• Spoken language 

• Grammar and academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

Domains of Knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and craft 

• A writer’s purposes and intentions 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 

• Writing literary analysis 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s craft 

• Grammar and academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and craft 

• A writer’s purposes and intentions 

• Structure and coherence 

• Enduring Themes 

• Writing literary analysis 

Key concepts: 

Genre and form: Non-fiction, spoken 
language, formal, writing to argue and 
analyse. 

Grammar/academic writing: Standard 
English, tenses, punctuation for clarity, 
sentence control, register, synthesis, 
summarising, inference. 

Spoken language: Discussion, speeches, 
formal, informal, rhetoric, Standard English, 
accent, dialect, tone, listen, respond, 
express feelings, viewpoints. 

Spelling and vocabulary: Common spellings, 
homophones, meta language. 

Key concepts: 

Genre and Form: Fiction- novella, novel, 
journey. 

A writer’s techniques and craft: Imagery, 
figurative language, rhetoric, Standard 
English, symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, anaphora, triads, plot 
structures, plot shifts, juxtaposition, tone, 
writer voice, register, methods, perspective, 
idioms, protagonist, antagonist, symbolism, 
foils, motifs, oxymoron, personification, 
rhyme, rhythm, syndetic/asyndetic listing, 
iambic pentameter, dialogue, voice, 
conscious constructs. 

Writer’s craft: imagery, figurative language, 
symbolism, motifs, language for effect, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, plot structures, 
plot shifts, tone, writer voice, register, 
methods, perspective, protagonist, dialogue, 
voice, conscious constructs. 

Enduring Themes: Love, familial love, 
responsibility, belonging, identity, loss and 

Key concepts: 

Genre and Form: Fiction, science fiction. 

Writer’s Craft: language for effect, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, plot structures, plot 
shifts, tone, writer voice, register, methods, 
perspective, protagonist,  dialogue, voice, 
conscious constructs, Character 
development, juxtaposition, foreshadowing,  
beginnings, endings, narrative perspective, 
dialogue, perspective shifts, settings, 
atmosphere, mood, time, motifs, symbolism, 
circular narrative. 

Grammar and Academic writing: Text level, 
sentence level, word level, Standard English, 
tenses, punctuation for effect, punctuation 
for clarity, sentence control, sentence variety, 
register, synthesis, summarising, inference, 
comparisons. Common spellings, 
homophones. 

Spelling and Vocabulary: Common spellings, 
homophones, meta language, prefixes, 
suffixes, root words, plurals.  

Key concepts: 

Genre and Form: Drama- tragedy, comedy. 

A writer’s techniques and craft: Imagery, 
figurative language, rhetoric, Standard 
English, symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, anaphora, triads, plot 
structures, plot shifts, juxtaposition, tone, 
writer voice, register, methods, perspective, 
idioms, protagonist, antagonist, symbolism, 
foils, motifs, antithesis, oxymoron, 
personification, rhyme, rhythm, 
syndetic/asyndetic listing, polysydenton, 
iambic pentameter, dialogue, voice, 
conscious constructs. 

Structure and Coherence: Character 
development, foreshadowing, antithesis, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, time, motifs, 
symbolism. 

Enduring Themes: Love, appearance versus 
reality, patriarchy, gender, masculinity, 
violence, conflict. 

Writing literary analysis: embedding 
quotations, WHW, clarity of expression, 



struggle, family, isolation, violence, 
memories, conflict. 

A writer’s purposes and intentions: 
Awareness of impact, didactic, allegory, 
voice, motivations 

Structure and Coherence: Character 
development, juxtaposition, foreshadowing, 
antithesis, beginnings, endings, narrative 
perspective, dialogue, perspective shifts, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, time, motifs, 
symbolism, circular narrative. 

Writing literary analysis: Embedding 
quotations, WHW, clarity of expression, 
thesis statement, introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, analysing a 
feature, tentativeness, critical evaluation, 
analytical verbs, concepts, contextual 
significance, patterns 

thesis statement, introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, analysing a 
feature, tentativeness, critical evaluation, 
analytical verbs, concepts, contextual 
significance, patterns. 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Writing with Voice, Purpose, and Precision 

• Spoken Language and Communication 

• Grammar, Vocabulary, and Technical 
Accuracy 

• Reading Comprehension and Inference 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and personal 
response 

• Textual analysis and literary craft 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with literature 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Critical reading and interpretation 

• Writing with voice, purpose and precision 

• Grammar, vocabulary and technical 
accuracy 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and personal 
response 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with literature 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• What is spoken language? 

• How does spoken language differ 
from written language? 

• How can language be used to 
create power? 

• How and why do people vary 
spoken language? 

• How important is formality when 
speaking? 

• What is an audience? 

• Why is context important in spoken 
communication? 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• What is a writer? 

• Life in countries with different political 
and systems and stability 

• Development of what a novel is and why 
we read them 

• Didactic messages from novels 

• Conscious constructs 

• Characterisation- how it is created and 
developed 

• Foils, symbolism and motifs 

• Themes in novels- Friendship, grief, family 
etc.  

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• How can we draw on what we have read 
for our own writing? 

• Fantasy 

• Writer voice 

• Perspective 

• Tone 

• Mood 

• Dialogue 

• Exposition 

• Rising action 

• Characterisation 

• Climax in narrative-where and why? 

• Falling action 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• Why is Shakespeare still relevant today? 

• Life in Shakespearean times context 

• Development of what a play is and why 
we read them 

• How writers can convey their own ideas 
through methods and techniques 

• Conscious constructs 

• Characterisation- how it is created and 
developed 

• Foils, symbolism and motifs 

• Representation of women  

• Contrasting tragedies and comedies and 
features of both 



• Also see key concepts for details on 
skills 

 

  

 

 

• How novels can help people connect to 
their own experiences and lives 

• Essay writing on a theme- WHW 

• Writing speeches to persuade 

• Also see Key concepts for details on skills 

 

• Resolution/denouement 

• Setting  

• Plot 

• Character development 

• Vocabulary choice 

• Show me, don’t tell me 

• Also see key concepts for details on skills 

• Also see key concepts for details on skills 

 

 

Assessments: 

Reading- You will write 2 to 4 what how why 
paragraphs answering the question:  

Analyse ways in which the candidates adapt 
their language in a sequence from Junior 
Apprentice. 

 

Assessments: 

Reading- you will write a full essay with an 
introduction, main body and conclusion 
answering the question:  

How is the theme of friendship presented in 
the novel Boy 87? 

 

Assessments: 

Writing- you will write your own story in the 
sci-fi genre:  

Write a short science fiction story. 

 

 

Assessments: 

Reading- you will write a full essay with an 
introduction, main body and conclusion 
answering the question:   

To what extent do you agree that women in 
the Shakespeare plays you have studied are 
presented as weak, subordinate and 
powerless?’ 

You will need to use quotations from 
Macbeth and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream to support the What 
sentences in your essay.  

Additional note: All Year 7 summative assessments involve a planning lesson which is scaffolded where needed and another lesson to write the response. 

 

  



Year Group:  8 Language and Literature 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title:  

Of Mice and 
Men 

Unit length: 

9 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Conflict 
Poetry 

Unit Length: 

6 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Detective 
Fiction 

Unit length: 

7 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Richard 
Third 

 

Unit Length: 

8 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Power of 
Communication 

Unit length: 

5 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Our Day Out 

Unit Length: 

4 weeks 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form: 

• A writer’s techniques and 
craft 

• A writer’s purposes and 
intentions 

• Enduring themes: 

• Structure and coherence: 

• Writing literary analysis 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

Domains of Knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and 
craft 

• A writer’s purposes and 
intentions 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 

• Writing literary analysis 
 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s purpose and 
craft 

• Grammar/academic 
writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 
 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s purpose and 
intentions 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

• Writing literary analysis 

• A writer’s techniques and 
craft 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s purpose and 
craft 

• Grammar/academic 
writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 
 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and 
craft 

• A writer’s purposes and 
intentions 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 
 
  

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: allegory, 
novella, novel, historical 
fiction, journey. 

A writer’s techniques and 
craft: Imagery, figurative 
language, rhetoric, Standard 
English, symbolism, motifs, 
contrasts, language for 
effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, 
anaphora, triads, plot 
structures, plot shifts, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer 
voice, register, methods, 
perspective, idioms, 
protagonist, antagonist, 
symbolism, motifs, 
antithesis, oxymoron, 
personification, dialogue, 
voice, conscious constructs 
A writer’s purposes and 
intentions: Awareness of 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: Poetry- 
sonnet, blank verse, haiku, 
narrative, free verse. 

A writer’s techniques and 
craft: Imagery, figurative 
language, Standard English, 
symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, 
repetition, triads, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer 
voice, methods, perspective, 
symbolism, foils, motifs, 
antithesis, oxymoron, 
personification, rhyme, 
rhythm, syndetic/asyndetic 
listing, polysydenton, voice. 

A writer’s purposes and 
intentions: Awareness of 
impact, critical evaluation, 
didactic, allegory, voice, 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: Fiction, 
non-fiction, mystery, 
allegory, narrative, writing 
to explain, writing to 
describe.  

A writer’s purpose and 
craft: 
Imagery, language for effect, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 
repetition, plot structures, 
plot shifts, juxtaposition, 
tone, writer voice, methods, 
perspective, protagonist, 
antagonist, symbolism, foils, 
motifs dialogue, voice, 
conscious constructs. 

Grammar/academic 
writing: 
Text level, sentence level, 
word level, Standard English, 
tenses, punctuation for 
effect, punctuation for 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: Drama – 
tragedy, history, verse and 
prose, morality play. 

A writer’s purposes and 
intentions: Awareness of 
impact, critical evaluation, 
voice, motivations, Literary 
criticism. 

Spelling and vocabulary: 
Common spellings, 
homophones, meta 
language, word class. 

Writing literary analysis: 
Embedding quotations, 
WHW, clarity of expression, 
thesis statement, 
introductions and 
conclusions, authorial 
intent, analysing a feature, 
tentativeness, critical 
evaluation, analytical verbs, 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: non-
fiction, essays, speeches, 
letters, articles, writing to 
inform, writing to persuade, 
writing to argue, writing to 
move. 

A writer’s purpose and 
craft: 
Imagery, figurative language, 
rhetoric, Standard English, 
symbolism, motifs, 
contrasts, language for 
effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, 
anaphora, triads, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer 
voice, register, methods, 
perspective, antithesis, 
syndetic/asyndetic listing, 
polysydenton. 

Grammar/academic 
writing: 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: Drama – 
comedy, modern. 

A writer’s techniques and 
craft: contrasts, language for 
effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, plot 
structures, plot shifts, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer 
voice, register, methods, 
perspective, dialogue, voice, 
conscious constructs. 

A writer’s purposes and 
intentions: Awareness of 
impact, critical evaluation. 

Enduring themes: 
belonging, identity, loss and 
struggle, poverty, family, 
isolation. 

Structure and coherence: 
Character development, 
juxtaposition, 
foreshadowing, antithesis, 



impact, critical evaluation, 
didactic, allegory, voice. 

Enduring themes: belonging, 
identity, loss and struggle, 
poverty, isolation, patriarchy, 
gender, masculinity, violence, 
memories, conflict 

Structure and coherence: 
Character development, 
juxtaposition, 
foreshadowing, antithesis, 
beginnings, endings, 
narrative perspective, 
dialogue, perspective shifts, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, 
time, motifs, symbolism, 
circular narrative, repetition, 
paragraphs, prologue, 
conflict, rising action, falling 
action, denouement. 

Writing literary analysis: 
Embedding quotations, 
WHW, clarity of expression, 
thesis statement, 
introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, 
analysing a feature, 
tentativeness, critical 
evaluation, analytical verbs, 
concepts, contextual 
significance, patterns 

Spelling and vocabulary: 
Common spellings, 
homophones, meta 
language. 

motivations, Literary 
criticism. 

Enduring themes: 
responsibility, fate, 
belonging, identity, loss and 
struggle, isolation, 
appearance versus reality, 
masculinity, violence, 
memories, conflict. 

Structure and coherence: 
juxtaposition, foreshadowing, 
antithesis, beginnings, 
endings, perspective shifts, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, 
time, motifs, symbolism, 
stanza, refrain, caesura, 
enjambment, repetition, 
couplets. 

Writing literary analysis: 
Embedding quotations, 
WHW, clarity of expression, 
thesis statement, 
introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, 
analysing a feature, 
tentativeness, critical 
evaluation, analytical verbs, 
concepts, contextual 
significance, patterns. 

clarity, sentence control, 
sentence variety, register 

Spelling and vocabulary: 
Common spellings, 
homophones, prefixes, 
suffixes, root words, plurals, 
word class.   
 
 

concepts, contextual 
significance, patterns. 

Enduring themes: 
responsibility, fate, identity, 
appearance versus reality, 
patriarchy, gender, 
masculinity, violence, family, 
isolation, conflict. 

Structure and coherence: 
Character development, 
juxtaposition, 
foreshadowing, antithesis, 
beginnings, endings, 
narrative perspective, 
dialogue, perspective shifts, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, 
time, motifs, symbolism, 
linear, enjambment, 
repetition, paragraphs, 
chapters 5 parts of tragedy: 
prologue, conflict, rising 
action, falling action, 
denouement, iambic 
pentameter, couplets. 

A writer’s techniques and 
craft: Imagery, figurative 
language, rhetoric, Standard 
English, symbolism, motifs, 
contrasts, language for 
effect, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, repetition, triads, 
plot structures, plot shifts, 
juxtaposition, tone, 
methods, perspective, 
idioms, protagonist, 
antagonist, symbolism, foils, 
motifs, antithesis, 
oxymoron, personification, 
rhyme, rhythm, 
syndetic/asyndetic listing, 

Text level, sentence level, 
word level, Standard English, 
tenses, punctuation for 
effect, punctuation for 
clarity, sentence control, 
sentence variety, register, 
synthesis, summarising, 
inference. 

Spelling and vocabulary: 
Common spellings, 
homophones, meta 
language, prefixes, suffixes, 
root words, plurals. 
 

beginnings, endings, 
narrative perspective, 
dialogue, perspective shifts, 
settings, atmosphere, mood, 
time, motifs, symbolism, 
linear. 
 
 



iambic pentameter, 
conscious constructs. 

Relevant end points 
covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Textual analysis and 
literary craft 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Textual analysis and literary 
craft 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

Relevant end points 
covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Textual analysis and 
literary craft 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

Relevant end points 
covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

Relevant end points 
covered: 

• Critical reading and 
interpretation 

• Writing with voice, 
purpose and precision 

• Grammar, vocabulary and 
technical accuracy 

• Spoken language and 
communication 

Relevant end points 
covered: 

• Reading comprehension 
and inference 

• Critical reading and 
interpretation 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

 
 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• What is a writer? 

• Life in 1930s America- 
context 

• Development of what a 
novel is and why we read 
them. 

• Didactic messages from 
novels 

• Conscious constructs 

• Characterisation- how it is 
created and developed 

• Foils, symbolism and 
motifs 

• Themes in novels 

• How novels can help 
people connect to their 
own experiences and lives 

• Essay writing on a whole 
text- introductions, WHW, 
conclusions 

• Also see Key concepts for 
details on skills 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• Poetry communicates 
powerful messages  

• What is a poem?  

• Making comparisons on 
context, methods and 
messages/impact  

• Identity  

• knowing how language, 
including figurative 
language, vocabulary 
choice, grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational features, 
presents meaning  

• Reading variety of poets 
across time and style  

• Also see Key concepts for 
more details on skills 

 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• How can we draw on what 
we have read for our own 
writing? 

• Writer voice 

• Perspective 

• Tone 

• Mood 

• Dialogue 

• Exposition 

• Rising action 

• Red herrings 

• Climax in narrative-where 
and why? 

• Falling action 

• Resolution/denouement 

• Characterisation 

• Setting  

• Plot 

• Character development 

• Show me, don’t tell me 

• Also see key concepts for 
details on skills 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• Why is Shakespeare still 
relevant today? 

• Life in Shakespearean 
times context 

• Development of what a 
play is and why we read 
them 

• Shakespeare’s Histories 

• How writers can convey 
their own ideas through 
methods and techniques 

• Conscious constructs 

• Characterisation- how it is 
created and developed 

• Foils, symbolism and 
motifs 

• Also see key concepts for 
details on skills 

 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• What makes 
communication powerful? 

• How do writer’s convey 
viewpoints and ideas? 

• summarising and 
organising material, and 
supporting ideas and 
arguments with any 
necessary factual detail 

• Ethos 

• Pathos 

• Logos 

• Also see Key concepts for 
more detail on skills 

 
 
 

Broken down knowledge 
covered: 

• What is a writer? 

• Life in 1970s and 1980s- 
context 

• Development of what a 
play is and why we read 
them 

• How writers can convey 
their own ideas through 
methods and techniques. 

• Conscious constructs 

• Characterisation- how it is 
created and developed 

• Themes in plays 

• How plays can help people 
connect to their own 
experiences and lives 

• Also see Key concepts for 
details on skills 

 
 
 

Assessments: 

Reading – you will write a full 
essay with an introduction, 

Assessments: 

Reading – you will write a full 
essay with an introduction, 

Assessments: 

Writing – you will write your 
narrative. 

Assessments: 

Reading – you will write a 
full essay with an 

Assessments: 

Writing – you will write your 
own opinion piece. 

Assessments: 
Formative only in class 
through questioning and 



main body and conclusion 
answering the question:  

How does Steinbeck present 
the character of Curley’s 
Wife in the novella? 
 

main body and conclusion 
answering the question. You 
will not be told the set poem 
until the planning lesson:  

How does the writer present 
ideas about X in poem X and 
one other poem from the 
collection? 

Write a short Mystery using 
the genre conventions 
taught. 
 
 

introduction, main body and 
conclusion answering the 
question:  

How does Shakespeare 
present Richard as a villain 
in these extracts? 

Write an article for a local 
newspaper. The council is 
proposing a youth curfew to 
cut down on vandalism and 
anti- social behaviour. Write 
an article expressing your 
viewpoint. 

short responses/discussions. 
This is a bridging unit to year 
9 and introduction to a 
modern play. 

Additional note: All Year 8 summative assessments involve a planning lesson which is scaffolded where needed and another lesson to write the response. 

 

  



Year Group:  9 Language and Literature  

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Unit Title: 

Identity 

Unit length: 
8 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Reality TV 

Unit length: 
6 weeks 

Unit Title:  

My name is 
Leon 

Unit length: 
10 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Deconstructing 
the story 

Unit length: 
7 weeks 

Unit Title: 

Introduction to 
GCSE paper 1 
section A 

Unit length: 
4 weeks 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and craft 

• A writer’s purposes and 
intentions 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 

• Writing literary analysis 

Domains of Knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s craft 

• Spoken language 

• Grammar and academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s techniques and craft 

• A writer’s purposes and 
intentions 

• Enduring themes 

• Structure and coherence 

• Writing literary analysis 

Domains of knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s craft 

• Grammar and academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

 

Domains of Knowledge: 

• Genre and form 

• A writer’s craft 

• Grammar and academic writing 

• Spelling and vocabulary 

 

Key concepts: 

Genre and form: Poetry. 

A writer’s techniques and craft: 
Imagery, figurative language, 
Standard English, symbolism, 
contrasts, language for effect, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 
repetition, anaphora, triads, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer voice, 
methods, perspective, symbolism, 
motifs, antithesis, oxymoron, 
personification, rhyme, rhythm, 
syndetic/asyndetic listing. 

A Writer’s purpose and intentions: 
Awareness of impact, critical 
evaluation, didactic, motivation 
Enduring themes: love, belonging, 
identity, loss and struggle, 
Capitalism, conflict, memories 
Structure and Coherence: mood, 
time, symbolism, linear, circular 
narrative, stanza, refrain, caesura, 
enjambment, repetition. 

Enduring themes: Love, familial 
love, romantic love, platonic love, 

Key Concepts: 

Genre and form: non-fiction, 
articles, formal, informal, writing 
to inform, writing to persuade, 
writing to explain, writing to 
describe, writing to argue, writing 
to move. 

A writer’s craft: rhetoric, Standard 
English, language for effect, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, register, 
perspective, tone, writer’s voice, 
anaphora, triads, anecdotes. 

Spoken language: Discussion, 
speeches, formal, informal, 
rhetoric, Standard English, accent, 
dialect, tone, listen, respond, 
express feelings, viewpoints. 

Grammar and academic writing: 
Text level, sentence level, word 
level, Standard English, tenses, 
punctuation for effect, punctuation 
for clarity, sentence control, 
sentence variety, register, 
synthesis, summarising, inference, 
comparisons.  

Key concepts: 

Genre and form: fiction, novel, 
didactic, journey. 
A writer’s techniques and craft: 
Imagery, figurative language, 
rhetoric, Standard English, 
symbolism, contrasts, language for 
effect, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 
repetition, anaphora, triads, plot 
structures, plot shifts, 
juxtaposition, tone, writer voice, 
register, methods, perspective, 
idioms, protagonist, antagonist, 
symbolism, foils, motifs, antithesis, 
oxymoron, personification, rhyme, 
rhythm, syndetic/asyndetic listing, 
dialogue, voice, conscious 
constructs. 

A writer’s purposes and 
intentions: Awareness of impact, 
critical evaluation, didactic, voice, 
motivations. 

Enduring themes: Love, familial 
love, platonic love, unreciprocated 
love, responsibility, belonging, 

Key concepts: 

Genre and form: Fiction, sci-fi, 
mystery, allegory, narrative, 
formal, informal, writing to 
describe, writing to move. 

A writer’s craft: Imagery, figurative 
language, Standard English, 
symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, repetition, 
anaphora, triads, plot structures, 
plot shifts, juxtaposition, tone, 
writer voice, register, methods. 

Grammar and academic writing: 
Text level, sentence level, word 
level, Standard English, tenses, 
punctuation for effect, punctuation 
for clarity, sentence control, 
sentence variety, register. 

Spelling and vocabulary: common 
spellings, meta language, prefixes, 
suffixes, plurals, word classes. 
 

Key concepts: 

Genre and form: fiction, narrative, 
writing to describe, writing to 
move. 

A writer’s craft: Imagery, figurative 
language, Standard English, 
symbolism, motifs, contrasts, 
language for effect, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, repetition, 
anaphora, triads, plot structures, 
plot shifts, juxtaposition, tone, 
writer voice, register, methods. 

Spoken language: discussion, 
listen, respond, express feelings, 
viewpoints. 

Grammar and academic writing: 
text level, sentence level, word 
level, Standard English, tenses, 
punctuation for effect, punctuation 
for clarity, sentence control, 
sentence variety, register, 
synthesis, summarising, inference, 
comparisons. 

Spelling and vocabulary: word 
class, metalanguage. 



unreciprocated love, redemption, 
responsibility, fate, belonging, 
identity, loss and struggle, poverty, 
family, isolation, appearance 
versus reality, patriarchy, 
Capitalism, gender, masculinity, 
violence, memories, conflict 
Structure and coherence: 
juxtaposition, antithesis, motifs, 
symbolism, stanza, refrain, 
caesura, enjambment, repetition. 

Writing Literary analysis: 
Embedding quotations, WHW, 
clarity of expression, thesis 
statement, introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, 
analysing a feature, tentativeness, 
critical evaluation, analytical verbs, 
concepts, contextual significance, 
patterns. 

Spelling and vocabulary: Common 
spellings, homophones, meta 
language. 
 

identity, loss and struggle, poverty, 
family, isolation, appearance 
versus reality, gender, masculinity, 
violence, memories, conflict. 

Structure and coherence: 
Character development, 
juxtaposition, foreshadowing, 
antithesis, beginnings, endings, 
narrative perspective, dialogue, 
perspective shifts, settings, 
atmosphere, mood, time, motifs, 
symbolism, linear, circular 
narrative, repetition, paragraphs, 
chapters, conflict, rising action, 
falling action, denouement.  

Writing literary analysis: 
Embedding quotations, WHW, 
clarity of expression, thesis 
statement, introductions and 
conclusions, authorial intent, 
analysing a feature, tentativeness, 
critical evaluation, analytical verbs, 
concepts, contextual significance, 
patterns. 

 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Textual analysis and literary craft 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Critical reading and 
interpretation 

• Writing with voice, purpose and 
precision 

• Grammar, vocabulary and 
technical accuracy 

• Spoken language and 
communication 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Contextual understanding 

• Critical interpretation and 
personal response 

• Textual analysis and literary craft 

• Comparative analysis 

• Personal engagement with 
literature 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Critical reading and 
interpretation 

• Writing with voice, purpose and 
precision 

• Grammar, vocabulary and 
technical accuracy 

Relevant end points covered: 

• Reading comprehension and 
inference 

• Critical reading and 
interpretation 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• Poetry communicates powerful 
messages 

• What is a poem? 

• Making comparisons on context, 
methods and messages/impact 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• What does it mean to have a 
viewpoint? 

• How do writers convey 
viewpoints? 

• summarising and organising 
material, and supporting ideas 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• What is a writer? 

• Life in 1980s- context 

• Development of what a novel is 
and why we read them. 

• Didactic messages from novels 

• Conscious constructs 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• How can we draw on what we 
have read for our own writing? 

• Writer voice 

• Perspective 

• Tone 

• Mood 

Broken down knowledge covered: 

• Assessment objectives for exam 
paper 1 Section A language 

• How language creates images, 
moods, feelings and ideas- why 
that word? Why not other 
words? 



• Identity 

• knowing how language, 
including figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, grammar, text 
structure and organisational 
features, presents meaning 

• Reading variety of poets across 
time and style 

• Essay writing- introductions, 
WHW and conclusions 

• Also see Key concepts for more 
details on skills 

and arguments with any 
necessary factual detail 

• Ethos 

• Pathos 

• Logos 

• DAFOREST 

• Also see Key concepts for more 
detail on skills 

• Characterisation- how it is 
created and developed 

• Foils, symbolism and motifs 

• Themes in novels 

• How novels can help people 
connect to their own 
experiences and lives 

• Essay writing on a whole text- 
introductions, WHW, conclusions 

• Also see Key concepts for details 
on skills 

 

• Dialogue 

• Exposition 

• Rising action 

• Climax in narrative-where and 
why? 

• Falling action 

• Resolution/denouement 

• Setting  

• Plot 

• Character development 

• Show me, don’t tell me 

• Also see key concepts for details 
on skills 

• How is a text structured to 
convey messages- why this? why 
now? 

• How do writer’s create meaning?  

• Personal responses to fiction 

• Also see key concepts for details 
on skills 

Assessments: 

Reading: You will write an essay 
with an introduction, main body 
and conclusion. You will not be 
told the set poem until the 
planning lesson: 

Compare how the poet’s present 
ideas about X in the poem X and 
one other from the collection 
studied.   

Assessments: 

Writing- you will write your own 
opinion piece. This will be an 
article to engage and entertain on 
a reality TV show: 

All reality TV is a waste of 
time! Write an article in which you 
express the extent to which you 
agree with this statement. 

Assessments:  

Reading: You will write an essay 
with an introduction, main body 
and conclusion answering the 
question:  

How does de Waal present the 
ways Leon is affected by the 
changes in his life? 
 

Assessments:  

Writing- you will write your own 
narrative responding to a title of 
your choice from the ones listed 
below:   

The gift 
The key 
The secret 

Assessments: 

Students will be assessed 
formatively through their written 
responses to exam style questions 
for questions 1-4 of paper 1 
creative reading and writing.  

Additional note: All Year 9 summative assessments involve a planning lesson which is scaffolded where needed and another lesson to write the response. 

Big Writes – each week Year 9 will complete a ‘Big Write’ lesson. This will be across the year group on a set day. The lessons are structured to allow for teacher modelling, scaffolding and 
around 50% of the lesson for students to write responses developing skills in response to a question. Teachers then ‘live mark’ and collect formative evidence to support future teaching 
and learning. 

 


