
Year 10 Curriculum Map Religious Studies (GCSE Short Course) 
Religious Studies Vision The vision for RS is that all our students build the confidence and the skills to consider some of life’s biggest questions, explore a variety of different world views 

and are then able to form their own perspective and world view. Our students are the next generation of global citizens, and we have a duty to prepare them 
for this. We aim to teach our students the skills and knowledge to be able to coexist peacefully and respectfully in a multicultural world, and understand their 
own place in the world, and what they must bring to it. We want our students to know that how they treat others and how they treat the world at large, is a 
huge part of their character and who they are as a person. We aim to inspire our students to be courageous advocates, ambassadors for social change, and a 
positive voice in our future world so they can become responsible, kind and well-educated young people.  

End Points Identify 
• To be able to identify specific subject knowledge and use it appropriately.  
• To be able to give specific answers to knowledge questions.  
Explain 
• To be able to give some detailed knowledge about a particular topic, belief or religious teachings. 
•  To be able to give multiple reasons, examples, teachings to extend your first point. 
Influence 
• To be able to explain how a belief/teaching/scripture influences a religious believer in their lives today (provide specific examples of how it impacts their 

behaviour, actions and way of life). 
Evaluate 
• To be given a statement such as ‘there is no life after death’ and give: 

o explained reasons why some people would agree with this  
o explained reasons why some people would disagree with this  
o religious teachings to support the points made 
o a justified conclusion 

Key concepts and 
domains of knowledge 
in RS   

Domains of Knowledge  

• Beliefs 

• Teachings 
 

Key Concepts (content) 

• Justice 

• Diversity 

• Judgement 

• Community 

• Prejudice/ Discrimination 

• Peace 

• Conflict  

• Relationships 
 

• Environment 

• Morality 

• Stewardship 

• Dominion 

• Forgiveness 

• Reconciliation 

• Authority 

• Salvation 

• Atonement 

Term Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Topics Unit 1: Christianity Beliefs and Teachings  Unit 2: Islam Beliefs and Teachings  

Key concepts in each 
topic 

• Stewardship 

• Dominion 

• Forgiveness 

• Reconciliation 

• Salvation 

• Atonement 

• Diversity 

• Authority 

• Judgement  

• Morality 



• Authority 

Domains of Knowledge 
in each topic 

Beliefs – Key beliefs in Christianity such as Genesis creation story, the 
attributes of God, the key events in Jesus’ life (Incarnation, Crucifixion, 
Resurrection and Ascension) and afterlife.  

Teachings from the Bible including direct quotes and parables from Jesus. 

Beliefs – Key beliefs in Islam such as the differences between Sunni and Shia, 
attributes of God, Key Prophets, Holy Book and the afterlife.  

Teachings from the Qur’an and Sunnah, including stories from the three main 
prophets. 
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Identify definitions of key concepts or very basic beliefs such as 
omnipotent, original sin etc. 

Explain the importance of key Christian beliefs for Christians today. E.g. 
the life of Jesus. 

Influence – how the above teachings will be interpreted by Christians and 
how they will act based on those teachings.  

Evaluation – A statement that requires pupils to put forward different 
points of views for a range of topics, e.g: 

“A loving God would not allow people to suffer.” 
“All Christians should believe in the account of the creation in Genesis.” 

Identify definitions of key concepts or very basic beliefs such as 5 roots of Usul Ad-
Din, Tawhid etc. 

Explain the importance of key Islamic beliefs for Muslims today. E.g. Differences 
between Sunni and Shia Muslims. 

Influence – how Muslims will put the above teachings into action in today’s 
society, e.g. Give to Charity, Pray 3 or 5 times a day etc. 

Evaluation – A statement that requires pupils to put forward different points of 
views for a range of topics, e.g:  

“The Qur’an is the only holy book a Muslim needs in life.” 
“The Oneness of God (Tawhid) is the most important Muslim belief” 
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A01 – Knowledge and Understanding 
Students will have knowledge of different Christian beliefs about creation, 
including the role of Word and Spirit. 

Students will have knowledge of the beliefs and teachings about the 
incarnation, life of, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  

Students will understand beliefs and teachings on sin, original sin, 
salvation and the role of Christ in salvation. Students will also have 
knowledge and understanding of suffering and Christian responses to it.  

A02 – Evaluate 
Students will evaluate the importance of Jesus’ example, the belief that 
God is all-powerful in relation to suffering and the importance of the 
afterlife for Christians today. 

A01 – Knowledge and Understanding  
Students will have knowledge of the differences between Sunni and Shi’a beliefs 
including the six articles of faith in Sunni Islam and the five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din in 
Shi’a Islam. 

Students will have knowledge of the nature of Allah: omnipotence, beneficence, 
mercy, fairness and will understand different ideas about God’s relationship with 
the world: immanence and transcendence. 

Students will have knowledge of Angels, their nature and role, including Jibril and 
Mika’il and will understand the belief of predestination and human freedom and 
its relationship to the Day of Judgement. Students will also understand the term 
Akhirah (life after death), human responsibility and accountability, resurrection, 
heaven and hell and how beliefs and teachings on such, influence the lives of 
Muslims today. 

Students will know Risalah (Prophethood) including the role and importance of 
Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad and will identify the holy books: Qur’an: 
revelation and authority. The Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel, the Scrolls of Abraham 
and their authority. To understand the imamate in Shi'a Islam: its role and 
significance. 

A02 – Evaluate 
Students will evaluate the importance and influence of Prophets, Holy Books, 
Angels and Akhirah. 
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Formative 

• Do Now recall quizzes 

• Targeted questioning 

• Exit tickets 

Summative 
Mid-unit assessment: Identify, explain, influence question. 12 marks.  
End of unit assessment: Consisting of knowledge, explain and influence 
questions. 30 minutes. 27 marks (24 content, 3 SPaG). 

Formative 

• Do Now recall quizzes  

• Targeted questioning 

• Exit tickets  

Summative 
Mid-unit assessment: Identify, explain, influence question. 12 marks.  
End of unit assessment: Consisting of knowledge, explain and influence questions. 
30 minutes. 27 marks (24 content, 3 SPaG). 

 


