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December 2021 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The government has once again requested that all secondary school students be tested for 
coronavirus prior to their return to the classroom after the forthcoming break. 
 
We will be conducting in-school Covid testing for students on Wednesday 5th January prior to 
lessons resuming on Thursday 6th January. 
 
Evidence shows that in-school testing, conducted by trained staff, is more reliable than self-
testing at home. For that reason, we strongly encourage all students to attend during their 
allocated slot for a test. (Slots are detailed at the end of this letter.) 
  
Testing students prior to their full return to College will: 

• minimise the risk of asymptomatic spread in the College community, as cases will be 
discovered prior to students’ return to face-to-face lessons; 

• reduce the impact of testing on teaching and learning; 

• avoid unnecessary delays to the return of students. 
 
Please read the rest of this letter carefully. It explains how the testing programme will work, and 
answer the most commonly asked questions. 
 
If, after reading through the letter, you still have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me by 
email. 
 
Thanks for your continued support. 
 
All the best, 
 

 
 
Stewart Parry-Shovlin 
Deputy Headteacher 
s.shovlin@lutterworthcollege.com 
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What is the purpose of the testing? 
 
Around a third of people with coronavirus have no symptoms. Offering all students a supervised 
test prior to their return to the classroom will allow us to pick up infections that may otherwise 
have gone undetected, and will reduce the likelihood of the virus spreading in the College and 
wider community. 
 
Is the testing compulsory? 
 
The testing is entirely voluntary – but is strongly encouraged.  
 
Students whose parents do not consent for them to take part in the testing programme will still be 
able to attend College as normal. 
 
We do, however, ask that students who don’t attend for an in-school test complete a lateral flow 
test at home, and report the result through the College website here. 
 
How do I give consent? 
 
The vast majority of our parents/carers have already given consent. 
 
However, if your child is new to the College, or if you didn’t give consent back earlier in the year 
but wish to now, you will find consent information on the College website here.  
 
Please read this information carefully and give your consent using the relevant link on ParentPay. 
 
Students will not be tested if parents have not given consent. 
 
(If you have any issues accessing ParentPay, please contact the finance team: 
financeteam@lutterworthcollege.com. Please do not email any other member of staff about 
ParentPay.) 
 
If you wish your child to be tested, it’s critical that you give consent by midday on Tuesday 4th 
January. 
 
If I don’t consent, do I need to let the College know? 
 
You do not need to let us know if you do not consent.  
 
We will only allow students to be tested where consent has been given. If this isn’t the case, we 
will assume consent has been withheld. 
 
When should my child attend for their tests? 
 
To limit the number of students on site at any time, we have assigned testing slots based on 
student surnames, and ask that students attend promptly at their given time on both of their days. 
 
You can find the slots at the end of this letter. 
 
You’ll appreciate that coordinating the administration of 1,600 tests over one day means that we 
are unable to make bespoke arrangements. 
 
Where should students go? 
 
The testing centre is based in the Lutterworth Sixth building. Staff will be on hand to meet 
students at the gate, and a one-way system will be in operation. 
 

https://lutterworthcollege.com/Covid-19-testing/
https://lutterworthcollege.com/Covid-19-testing/
mailto:financeteam@lutterworthcollege.com


 

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bitteswell Road, Lutterworth LE17 4EW ● Headteacher: Nick Summers● T: 01455 554101 ● E: enquiries@lutterworthcollege.com ● www.lutterworthcollege.com  

 

How will the process work? 
 
As students arrive, they’ll be registered and directed to the next available testing bay, where they 
will administer the lateral flow test themselves under the supervision of a trained member of staff. 
They will be asked to swab the inside of both nostrils.  
 
After they’ve taken the test, they will be able to leave the testing centre. 
 
We will then process their test, and results will be sent by email to their primary contact on SIMS 
within 24 hours. 
 
Students will not need their phones to register their tests online. This will be done by staff at the 
College. 
 
Do students need to wear a face covering? 
 
Students must wear a face covering at all times while in the testing centre. 
 
How long will each test take? 
 
We anticipate students will be on site for around 10 – 30 minutes for their test. 
 
Can I be with my child while they’re being tested? 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate parents on the College site. 
 
My child’s results haven’t come through – what should I do? 
 
The results are sent out by the NHS Test and Trace system and are usually received within 24 – 
48 hours. 
 
However, the College will contact the parents of all positive cases directly to advise of next steps. 
If you haven’t received a call from the College, please assume your child has tested negative. 
 
I’m not able to get my child in to College at the assigned time. Can they attend at a 
different time? 
 
If it is impossible for your child to attend at their designated time, but they would be able to attend 
at a different time, please contact me directly (s.shovlin@lutterworthcollege.com). 
 
Can I just test my child at home using the lateral flow tests we have here? 
 
As the school-based testing is supervised by trained staff, it is more accurate and reliable than 
tests taken at home. It remains voluntary, however. 
 
We do ask that students who don’t attend for an in-school test complete a lateral flow test at 
home, and report the result through the College website here. 
 
What happens if my child tests positive for coronavirus? 
 
If a student tests positive, they will be instructed to isolate in line with current government 
guidance and to request a PCR test to confirm their result. 
 
My child has coronavirus symptoms – should they attend College for the testing? 
 
Lateral flow tests are only suitable for people who do not have any coronavirus symptoms. 
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If your child has coronavirus symptoms, they should self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test 
by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 
 
My child has tested positive for coronavirus recently. Do they need to be tested? 
 
Students who have previously tested positive for coronavirus do not need to take a lateral flow 
test within 90 days of a positive test result but may choose to. 
 
 

Testing Schedule 

Surnames beginning Test slot 

A – Bli 9.00am 

Blo – Carr 9.20am 

Carri – Cross 9.40am 

Crossl – Fai 10.00am 

Far – Gra 10.20am 

Grav – Hende 10.40am 

Hendr – Jen 11.00am 

Jes – Lewin 11.20am 

Lewis – McCo 11.40am 

McCu – Nie 12.00pm 

Nix – Pra 12.20pm 

Pre – Sarg 12.40pm 

Sarr – Stre 1.00pm 

Su – Up 1.20pm 

Ur – Wil 1.40pm 

Win – Yule 2.00pm 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

